Summer Reading Grades 5-8 Activity
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Activity #1:  For your summer reading this year, I would like you to participate in the BOOK CHALLENGE. The BOOK CHALLEGE requires all students to read at least ONE book from the challenge. If you choose to read more, there are different levels you can achieve. Each level gets you a ticket to put into the prize drawings we will have at the beginning of the year. The more you read, the greater opportunity you will have to win a prize! Please fill out the reading chart below to show which books you have read. This chart should be passed in on the first day back to school.
Levels
One Book= Basic level (one ticket)
Two books= bronze level (two tickets)
Three books= silver level (three tickets)
Four or more books= gold level (four or more tickets)
BOOK CHALLENGE list below to help you choose a book to read.
… A book that was made into a movie
… A book your friend loves
… A book by an author you have never read before
… A book by an author you have read before
…. A book that you choose because of the cover
… A book about something you love
… A book that has a heroine
… A book that has a hero
…. A book that is based on a true story
…. A book set in the summer
… A book that is more than 10 years old
…. A book that is less than 3 years old
… A book that has pictures
… A book someone recommended for you to read
… A book set in a place you have always wanted to visit


Book(s) Read (only one book is required)
          Title of Book                                    Author                         Date started reading/ date finished reading
1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________





















Please complete this activity for one book you read this summer.

Activity #2 
Title of Book:
Author of Book:
Why did you choose this book? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Genre of book: Circle one of the following genres that apply to the book
Fiction, non-fiction, historical fiction, fantasy, adventure, mystery, humor, science fiction
List other words that you could use to describe the book.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List five words from the book that you did not know. Put the page number that the word is found on. Then supply the meaning of each word as it is used in the book.
Word                                     Page #                             Definition
1._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


(continued on next page)
Using the same book from the previous page, answer four of the following questions after reading your summer book on a separate piece of paper (you may type the answers if you choose to). You need to write each answer in a well-written paragraph. Please circle the questions you choose to answer.
	
1. Give the names of three most important characters from the book you read. Write a brief description of each character (age, personality traits, physical description, relationships to other characters). Describe how the characters are like or not alike you.

2. Identify the setting of the book. Be sure to identify all important time and places. Compare the setting to your hometown.

3. Identify the main problems faced by the main characters in the book. Have you experienced similar problems? How were the problems solved or resolved?

4. Could the story have ended in a different way? Discuss whether or not you liked the ending of the story. If you did, explain what you liked about the ending. If you didn’t, explain how you would have liked it to end.

5. Write a paragraph telling something you have seen or done yourself that is related to the material in the book.

6. How would your life be different if you had lived through some of the experiences mentioned in the book?

7. Select an incident from the book that appeals to you (that you liked or thought was interesting). Give at least three reasons why you liked it.

8. Identify three different themes found in the book (examples of themes could be friendship, family, love, fear, bravery, anger, loyalty…). Give a brief description of the themes found and how the themes were shown in the book.

9. Whose point of view was the book written in? How would the story change if written from a different character’s point of view (for example if the story Cinderella was written from Prince Charming’s point of view)?

10. Give your opinion of the book. Tell why you liked the book or why you didn’t like it. Be sure to include what you liked about the author’s craft (the skills the author used to tell the story: personification, metaphors, dialogue, similes, sensory details, symbolism) or tell why you didn’t like the author’s craft.

( If you have any questions, please contact me at ann.macgregor@sesschool.org )
